POSTER   CAMPAIGN

Boulevard Montparnasse. He was destined to become
co-editor of Valmy. An intellectual, energetic man of
action, he had foreseen both the war and its fatal conse-
quences. We trusted him, considering him our leader,
and he guided our discussions.

One day, I had the idea of buying a small rubber
printing set, a child's toy, for which I paid 57 fr. 75 at the
Bazar de THotel de Ville. I took it to one of our evening
gatherings and it was an immediate success. We set
about finding slogans on the spot, but it was not as easy
as one might think. We wanted a phrase which would
arrest attention, infuriate the Germans, and yet be within
the limited scope of our rubber type.

The first slogan composed was, I think, "Long live the
Republic, in spite of everything.'' This was printed on the
only material at hand, some strips of gummed paper of
the kind used for mending torn pages.

That night, returning home in the dark, we stuck our
small slogans on maps at the Metro stations, on lamp
posts, and on shop-fronts. The next day, passing the
same places, we each saw our handiwork being read. We
mixed with the little groups of two or three looking at the
papillons and overheard some friendly comments. This
encouraged us.

A friend of mine from Northern France, taking refuge
in my home, bought me half a dozen rolls of paper similar
to that -originally used. After that, our one-hand printing
machine was soon functioning merrily again. The next
day I distributed the stock among my friends who
circulated them in their own districts.

Not knowing how to employ our activities, it must be
admitted, we had chanced on this outlet for them. For
us it was a good, if rather harmless, joke to play on the
Germans. We did not doubt that from these small sticky-
back slogans, or papillons, a party of resistance would
develop.

When the stock was exhausted, it had to be renewed.
I went again to the Bazar de THotel de Ville, this time
buying two big rolls of gummed paper intended for
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